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	Aim of the Expert Mission:

	The aim is to provide guidance and support to Moldova in order to prepare and organise the Entrepreneurial Discovery Process for Smart Specialisation based on preliminary priority domains which have emerged from the mapping analysis of economic, scientific and innovative potential of Moldova. 

Smart Specialisation is a place-based research and innovation policy promoting regional economic transformation through investment in priority domains based on a strong evidence-base and entrepreneurial discovery of stakeholders.

In the frame of Joint Research Centre S3 pilot project for enlargement and integration countries, Moldova has received support for gathering evidence on mapping the potential Smart Specialisation priorities. The updated report with the latest results of patent and R&I collaboration analysis will be presented in the meetings and discussed with experts. In the second phase of developing Smart Specialisation strategy, the Entrepreneurial Discovery Process is a crucial step, which allows for verification and specification of priority domains and reaching consensus among stakeholders. In the meetings, experts will share the methodology for organising the Entrepreneurial Discovery Process, as well as on sharing experiences on how to collect and monitor feedback from stakeholders for developing a research and innovation strategy based on Smart Specialisation priority domains.


	Experts:

	Ms. Gabriela Macoveiu
Communication and Regional Promotion Director 

North-East Regional Development Agency Romania
Mr. Radu Gheorghiu
Project coordinator

Executive Agency for Higher Education, Research, Development and Innovation (UEFISCDI), Institutul de Prospectiva, Romania


,

	Day 1: Thursday 17 May 2018

	Chair: Sergiu Porcescu, Knowledge Hub Moldova/ Diana Russu, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Republic of Moldova

	Venue: Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Republic of Moldova (Stefan cel Mare ave. 151)

	9:00 - 9:30
	Registration of participants 

	9:30 - 10:00
	Welcome address: Diana Russu, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Republic of Moldova
Introduction of experts and state of play of smart specialisation process in Moldova - Lina Stanionyte, Joint Research Centre, Smart Specialisation Platform

	10:00 - 12:30
	Update of Mapping of economic, innovative and scientific potential in the Republic of Moldova
· Enric Fuster, Francesco Massucci, SIRIS Academic S.L. Spain

· Feedback from S3 Moldova Team

· Discussion with experts

	12:30-13:30
	Lunch Break

	Venue: Ministry of Education, Culture and Research of Moldova (Piata Marii Adunari Nationale 1)

	13:30 - 14:15
	Welcome address:  Elena Belei, State Secretary for research from the Ministry of Education
Strategic context for research and innovation in Moldova – Ministry of Education, Culture and Research 
JRC S3 pilot project in Moldova - Lina Stanionyte, Joint Research Centre, Smart Specialisation Platform

	14:15 - 15:00
	Mapping preliminary priority areas and actors for smart specialisation in Moldova – Enric Fuster, Francesco Massucci, SIRIS Academic S.L., Spain

	15:00 - 15:15
	Coffee break

	15:15 - 17:15
	Importance of entrepreneurial discovery process setting priority domains for research and innovation

· Gabriela Macoveiu, North-East Regional Development Agency Romania

· Radu Gheorghiu, Institutul de Prospectiva, Romania

	17:15-18:00
	Q&A – Conclusions, Ways forwards


	Day 2: Friday 18 May 2018

	Chair: Sergiu Porcescu, Knowledge Hub Moldova/ Diana Russu, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Republic of Moldova

	Venue: Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Republic of Moldova (Stefan cel Mare, 151)

	9:00 - 9:30
	Introduction and setting of the agenda of the day

	9:30 - 10:30
	Mapping methodology and refining the niches within broad priority domains: 
· Enric Fuster, Francesco Massucci, SIRIS Academic S.L., Spain,

· Radu Gheorghiu, Institutul de Prospectiva, Romania (TBC)
· Gabriela Macoveiu, North-East Regional Development Agency Romania

	10:30 - 12:30
	Explaining the goals and steps of entrepreneurial discovery process/ setting the group work:

· Gabriela Macoveiu, North-East Regional Development Agency Romania

· Radu Gheorghiu, Institutul de Prospectiva, Romania (TBC)

	12:30 - 13:30
	Lunch break

	13:30 – 15:30
	Entrepreneurial discovery process: roles and division of responsibilities:

Meeting EDP facilitators and setting the group work

· Gabriela Macoveiu, North-East Regional Development Agency Romania

· Radu Gheorghiu, Institutul de Prospectiva, Romania (TBC)


	15:30 – 16:00
	Presentation on the ongoing TAIEX Expert Missions on Cluster Needs Assessment and Cluster Mapping in Moldova
· Silvia Cangea, TAIEX Coordinator, Organization for Small and Medium Enterprises Sector Development (ODIMM), Moldova

	16:00 – 17:00
	Lessons learned from the expert mission, conclusions and next steps
· Sergiu Porcescu, Knowledge Hub Moldova

· Diana Russu, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Republic of Moldova


More information on TAIEX:

near-taiex@ec.europa.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/taiex
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http://www.facebook.com/EUNEAR



